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Nimirum infanus paucis videatur co quod 
Maxima pars hominim morbo jaftatur eodem. 
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HERE is a reftlefs Endeavour in the 
| Mind of Man after Happinefs. This Ap- 


ite is wrought into the Original Frame 
our Nature, and exerts it-felf.in all 


parts of the Creation that are endued with any de- 


¢ or. Senfe..: But as the Human 


to the’ Generofity that is ingredient in the 


emper.of the Soul, the Objed of its Benevolence: 
is of larger or narrower Extent. There is hardly. 


a Spirit upon Earth fo mean and contrated, as to 


center all Regards on its own Intereft, exclufive of 
the reft of Mankind. Even che felfifh Man hath fome 
fate‘ of Love, which he beftows on: his Family and’ 


his Friends. A nobler Mind hath at Heart the common 


Intereft of the Society. or Country of which he 


makés a Part. . And there is ftill a more diffufive 
Spirit, whofe Being or Intentions reach the whole 


Mafs of Mankind, and- are continued beyond the 
prefent Age, to a Succeffion of future Genera- 


tions. 


The Advantage arifing to him who hath a Tin@ure ' 


of this Generofity on his Sout, is, that he is affeéted 
-with a fublimer Joy than can be comprehended by 
whofs deftitute of that noble Relith. 


Hap- 
. pinel’s of the reft of Mankind hath a natural Connexi- 


on with that of 2 reafonable Mind. And in propor- 

tion, as the A&tions of each Individual contribute 

to, this End, he muft be thought to defetve well or ill 

| = of the World and of himfelf. I have in alate 
a 


per obferved, that Men who have no reach of 


Thought do oft mifplace their Affe&ions on the 
Means, without refpeét to the End, and by a pre- 
pofterous defire of things in themfelves indifferent, 
forego the Enjoyment of that Happinefs which 
‘thofe things are inftrumentai to obtain. This Qb- 
fervation ee been confidered with regard ta Cri- 
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of. Tho 
Find is dignified by a more comprehenfive Faculty - 
than can be found in the inferior Animals, . it is na- - 
taral for‘ Men not’ only torhave an Eye; each to his 
own Happinefs, but alfo to endesvour to promote 
‘that'of others in the fame Rank of Being: And in 
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thinkers, | 

_ Liberty and Truthare the main Points which thefe 
Gentlemen pretend to have in view; to proceed, 
therefore, methodically, 1 will endeavour to fhew in 
the firft place that Liberty and Truth are not in 
themfelves defirable, but only as they relate toa fur-- 
ther End. And Secondly, that the fort of Liberty — 
and Truth (allowing them thofe Names) which our 
Free-thinkers afe al theft Induftryto promote, is de- 
ftru&ive of that End, 72. Human Happinefs: And 
confequently, that Species, as fuch, inftead of being’ 
encouraged or efteetned, merit the Deteftation an 
Abhorrenceof alihoneft Men. And inthelaft Place 
‘& defign to thew, that under the Pretence of advans 
cing Liberty and Truth, they do in reality promote 
the tw6 contraryEvils. 

As to the firft Point, It:has been obferved that it 


ties and “Mifers; I thall now apply it to Free- 


is the Duty of each particular Perfon to ain at the 
_Happinefs of his Fellow-Creatures ; ad that as this 


View is of a wider or narrower Extent, it argues a 
Mind more or lefs virtuous. ‘Hence it follows, 
that a Liberty of doing good A@ions which con- 
duce to the Felicity of Mankind, aad a Knowledge 
of fuch Truths as might either givens Pleafure in 
the Contemplation of them, or dire& our Condu& - 
to the great Ends.of Life, are valuable Perfeétions. 
But thall a good Man, therefore, prefer a Liberty 
to commit Murder.or Adultery, before the wholfom 
reftraint of Divine and Haman Laws? Or fhall a 
wife Man prefer the Knowledge of a. troublefom 
and. affli@ing T'roth, before a pleafant Error that 


would cheer his Soul with Joy and Comfort, and 


be attended with no ill Confequences? Surely no 
Man of common Senfe would thank him, who had 
put it in his Power to execute the fudden Suggefti- 
ons of a Fit of Paffion or Madnets, or imagine him- 
felf obliged to a Perfon, who by farwardly inform- 
ing him of ill News, had caufed his Soul to antici- 
pate that Sorrow which the would ha¥e gever felt, 
fo long as the ungrateful 7 lay concealed. 
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